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April 7: On Thursday evening, violence broke out in Tegucigalpa triggered by the seizure and
extradition to the US of a Honduran citizen suspected of drug trafficking, and involvement in
the murder of a US DEA agent. A large crowd of university students looted offices that served
as an annex to the US Embassy, and set fire to the building as well as about 25 automobiles
belonging to embassy personnel parked in the compound. According to Honduran authorities,
about 2,000 demonstrators were involved. The building looted by rioters had been used by the US
Information Agency, AID and consular officers who review applications for visas. The protesters
were dispersed with bullets, beatings and tear gas. The police said five Hondurans were killed,
and at least 10 wounded. Among the dead were four male students, and a 14-year-old girl who
was apparently caught in the fire inside the consulate. In the shooting, according to witnesses
and police, about 20 Honduran guards on duty at the compound opened fire with short-barrel
shotguns. Riot squads of about 50 men did arrive on the scene until two hours later. The incident
which reportedly triggered the protests was the April 5 arrest and delivery to the US of Honduran
citizen Ramon Matta Ballesteros. The demonstrators also expressed anger at the dispatch of
nearly 3,200 additional US troops to Honduras last month in response to an alleged incursion
of Nicaraguan troops in Honduran territory. Honduran legislators described the incident as a
"kidnapping," and the Foreign Ministry launched an investigation of the procedures used to seize
and deport Matta. Honduras has no extradition treaty with the US and the country's constitution
prohibits the extradition of Honduran citizens. Most demonstrators were students from the National
Autonomous University, and the National Teachers' School. April 8: President Jose Azcona Hoyo
declared a state of emergency in Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, the country's two largest cities.
The presidential press office said the emergency gives the police and security agencies broad
powers to search premises, make arrests and hold people without trial, and well as prohibiting
street demonstrations and empowering police to restrict travel. Beginning at dawn, Azcona met
almost continuously with his Cabinet and armed forces chief Gen. Humberto Regalado Hernandez.
Many shop owners boarded their windows. School attendance dropped off precipitously; by early
afternoon 100 schools and both univerities in Tegucigalpa had shut their doors. Early on Friday,
officials forced the country's 140 radio stations into a national hookup controlled by the presidential
press office. In a communique broadcast repeatedly throughout the day over the new network, the
government requested people to "repudiate violence" and "remain calm," claiming the violence
was being secretly instigated by drug traffickers. Shortly after noon, Honduran police, using tear
gas and firing in the air, dispersed a group of about 1,000 students marching from the national
stadium to the National Congress building. A bomb exploded at about 1 p.m. outside a Tegucigalpa
disco. There were no reports of injuries. Later in the day, looters began smashing shop windows,
and demonstrators flipped over cars. Police patrols, with support by military helicopters, raced
through downtown Tegucigalpa arresting young people. State Department spokesperson Phyllis
Oakley said that "reports of shots having come from within the embassy are false," and that "no US
Marine guards or Honduran security guards in the employ of the embassy fired." State Department
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spokesperson Ellen E. Bork said: "We think it is terrible that Hondurans would show their support
for a notorious drug dealer by attacking a US government building. This man is a greater threat
to them than to us. He represents a class of drug trafficker who wants not only to make a profit,
but also to subvert democratic institutions." Honduran Ambassador to the US, Roberto MartinezOrdonez, said he believed the rioters included "people from the extreme left and people who might
have some ties to drug traffickers." Matta's arrest, he added, "may have been the detonator" for the
riot, but was not the only cause. Martinez-Ordonex asserted that some of the demonstrators also
had political motives. US Embassy spokesperson Michael O'Brien said that according to preliminary
estimates between $4 million and $6 million damage was done to the embassy compouund. The
annex, he said, was virtually destroyed. Observers cited by the Washington Post and other media
sources suggested that long smoldering nationalist resentment felt by many Hondurans about the
US role in Honduras simply exploded after Matta's arrest. (After he was seized outside his mansion
in Tegucigalpa by Honduran police with US assistance, Matta was flown to the Dominican Republic
and then extradited to the US. At present, Matta is in federal prison at Marion, Ill. See CAU 04/06/88
for details.) Politicians, and social and labor leaders denounced both the US and the Honduran
government for ignoring the nation's constitution. [Washington has used Honduras in its crusade
against Honduras for years. US military exercises, both with the Honduran military and without, are
described as nearly continuous. The US has stockpiled arms ready for use by US troops, constructed
a vast infrastructure of roads, military airfields and bases in Honduras. Further, thousands of
peasants were displaced from their farms and livelihoods by the virtual occupation of a large tract of
southern Honduras by the US-supported contras.] April 9: An unnamed "western diplomat" cited
by the Post (04/10/88) said, "[Honduras] is the original banana republic that for the past century
has been dominated and manipulated by Americans, be they plantation conglomerates like United
Fruit or Washington governments such as President Reagan's...Because this is a poor, impoverished
nation with fragile institutions, it has never had the capability to resist the Americans and be a
truly independent nation...But that does not mean that Hondurans accept that reality." Matta had
reportedly used some of his alleged drug profits on projects for the nation's poor, as well as payoffs
to military officers. April 11: State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said the Honduran
government had acted to meet the US Embassy's security needs. A travel advisory issued on April
8, he said, was still in effect. US officials said they would be asking the Honduran government
to compensate Washington for the damages to the consulate and other property. Honduran and
foreign sources cited by the Washington Post (04/12/88) said US officials are blaming Col. Leonel
Riera Lunatti, chief of Honduran military security (FUSEP), for the two-hour delay in responding
to the mob violence directed at the US consulate on April 7. Riera reportedly did not inform armed
forces chief Gen. Regalado Hernandez of repeated US calls for assistance. The colonel apparently
explained that he could not act until the Army's collegial leadership had decided he should do
so. Matta's arrest was a top-secret operation. Riera was not informed, and normally his personnel
would have carried out such an arrest. Contrary to tradition, the 55-member Superior Council
of military commanders was not consulted on the operation. April 12: Honduran presidential
spokesperson Lisandro Quesada said President Azcona had ordered the emergency decree lifted,
effective at 6 p.m. April 13. (Basic data from several reports by AP, Washington Post, New York
Times, Prensa Latina)
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